
Key points:
Donald Trump has announced US will
withdraw from the Paris deal
But experts say most other countries
will stay
US withdrawal cannot start until 2018,
will then take time from there

Donald Trump: Could the US exit from the Paris climate
deal actually be a win for the environment?
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PHOTO: One of the fears around a US withdrawal is that other countries will follow suit. 
(AP: Andrew Harnik)

Some climate advocates are saying the United States' withdrawal from the Paris climate change agreement
could actually be a good thing, and will drive international resolve to limit global warming.

Luke Kemp, climate and environmental policy lecturer at the Australian
National University, called America's participation in the deal "purely
symbolic."

"They were never going to meet their target," he said.

Unlike many climate scientists and policy experts reacting to today's news,
Professor Kemp said there was a greater possibility of global climate
action with the US out of the Paris deal than if it was to stay involved.

"There could be other opportunities, other countries such as the EU and
China may accelerate their actions," Professor Kemp said.

"And more forceful measures, such as the idea of putting a carbon tax on US imports could come back on to the table."

Trump's America
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Pressure from all sides

The messy withdrawal from the Paris agreement is a
reflection of the pressure the President's been under
to both stay in, and pull out, of the deal, writes Zoe
Daniel.

What is the Paris climate deal?

What did countries say they would do under the terms
of the Paris climate accord, and how will it be funded?

AUDIO: Listen to Bonny Symons-Brown's story on The
World Today (The World Today)

He said when it came to the climate negotiations, the problem over the last
two decades was a tendency for everyone to look to the US for climate
leadership.

"We keep watering it down — the Paris agreement, the Kyoto protocol —
all to allow the US to get on board," Professor Kemp said.

He said now it was finally time for the world to realise that "you don't get
the US to act by just giving in to their demands".

"You encourage US leadership by actually moving ahead of them,
encouraging competition," he said.

Will there be a domino effect?
One of the fears that have surfaced around a US withdrawal has been that other countries would follow suit.

Professor Kemp said that argument was flawed in a number of ways, and he doubted there would be a domino effect.

"If Paris is fragile enough to fall apart because of one withdrawal, then we're better
of pursuing a different approach," he said.

"The only country I can see really being affected here would be Russia — who has not yet ratified the past agreements
and may now choose not to do so."

He said the majority of countries who have signed the accord had done so out of national interest, such as China, which
signed on for two reasons — and not because of the US.

"Because of air pollution domestically, and because they want to have a comparative economic advantage in the
emerging renewable energy markets of the 21st century," he said.

"What the US does doesn't change that."

The Paris agreement's aim is to keep average global temperatures from
rising by more than two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

However it is legally non-binding and each individual signatory has to set
their own targets.

Former US president Barack Obama committed the US to reducing
emissions by 26 to 28 per cent reduction from 2005 levels by 2025.

Negotiations 'not like reality TV'
Sydney University's Nick Rowley, former climate advisor to Tony Blair, said
Mr Trump's announcement was a sad day for anyone who wished to see
progress on the global climate problem.

"The US is the second biggest emitter in the world," he said.

"It was certainly leading the charge in the lead-up to the Paris agreement under the leadership of Barack Obama. But it's
not surprising."

Professor Rowley said the US had now joined a small club of Paris non-
signatories, which includes Syria and Nicaragua.
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He said the process for America to officially withdraw from the pact would take time.

"Donald Trump may like to conduct himself as if he is still… at the head of the table on Celebrity Apprentice — but that is
not the way that international climate negotiations work," he said.

"They're not straight-forward, they're not simple, they don't end, America can't simply just up stumps and leave.

"There's a whole process whereby one has to extricate oneself from an
international treaty. That is simply unavoidable.

"And that is going to take some time, it will be up until November 2018 before America can actually set in train the
process whereby it steps away from the accord.

"Many things may well happen in the meantime. So it's been a bit of theatre today.

"I'm not saying it's not a sad day, I'm not saying it isn't consequential, but it's not quite as straight forward as we might
suppose."
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